
Celebrating Simms: The Story 
of the Lucy F. Simms School

Many people in the community have been working 
tirelessly for years to tell the story of the Lucy F. 
Simms School. This exhibition, the result of a year-long 
collaboration between community members and 
James Madison University students, builds on their 
work. Enslaved before the Civil War, Lucy F. Simms 
settled in Harrisonburg and taught over 1,800 students 
across three generations, becoming the most esteemed 
educator in the Shenandoah Valley. The building 
where you stand today was named in her honor, and 
has remained at the heart of the African American 
community in Harrisonburg to this day.

Please visit the companion website 
(https://omeka.jmu.edu/simms) to find out more about 
the images on display here and to view additional 
archival materials. The website will be updated with 
new artifacts as they become available, and we 
welcome you to contact us via the website to provide 
any comments or additional information.






















































































































